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ELECTION OF SENATOR 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Members, this joint sitting has been called to choose a person to hold 
the place in the Senate of the Commonwealth of Australia rendered vacant by the death of Senator Judith Adams, 
notification of which has been reported to this Parliament by His Excellency the Governor Malcolm 
McCusker, AC, CVO, QC. I now call for nominations to fill the vacancy. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [11.02 am]: I propose that Dean Anthony Smith of 186 Seventh 
Avenue, Inglewood, Western Australia, being a person who is eligible to be chosen pursuant to section 15 of the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, as amended, be chosen to hold the vacant place in the Senate of 
the Parliament of the Commonwealth created by the death of Senator Judith Adams. 

I advise that I have Mr Smith’s assurance that if chosen, he is willing to act. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there a seconder of the motion? 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [11.03 am]: I formally second the motion. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Before proceeding to the nomination, I wish to take this opportunity to reflect on the sad 
passing of Senator Judith Adams on 31 March 2012. The loss of Senator Adams is significant to Western 
Australia, the state she represented so well. Before becoming a senator in 2005, Judith had built up a remarkable 
wealth of experience as a nurse, with roles in Vietnam as part of the New Zealand Territorial Army, and as a 
farmer near Kojonup for more than 30 years. This experience ensured that she was a valuable contributor to the 
Australian Parliament. As a senator, Judith was respected by all sides for her commitment and energy in 
representing the interests of Western Australia, particularly its rural and remote areas. On behalf of members, I 
wish to pass on my condolences to her family. Judith Adams will be greatly missed. 

Mr President, this is only the twelfth occasion since World War II that a joint sitting of Parliament has been 
needed to nominate an individual to represent Western Australia in the Senate under section 15 of the 
commonwealth Constitution. I am pleased to nominate Dean Smith, whom I have known for a long time. He is 
the eldest son of Alan and Judy Smith. Alan was a member of the Western Australian police force for 30 years. 
He served in Vietnam and has been an active member of many northern suburbs community and sporting groups. 
Dean’s parents, Alan and Judy, are here today to witness today’s proceedings. 

Dean Smith was born in Western Australia in 1969 and grew up in Port Hedland and Perth’s northern suburbs. 
He attended Mirrabooka Primary School and Mirrabooka Senior High School before attending the University of 
Western Australia and graduating with honours in political science. He will bring to the role of representing 
Western Australia experience across a variety of areas, including as a senior executive in telecommunications 
and insurance and through roles in aged care. More recently, he has been a partner in a successful consultancy 
firm. His commercial experience is matched by strong firsthand knowledge of the political process, having 
supported the interests of Western Australia as a principal policy adviser to former Premier Richard Court and in 
senior roles in the Howard government. His leadership has been recognised over many years as head boy of 
Mirrabooka Senior High School and as a recipient of various awards, including his participation in the Asialink 
leadership award program and last year by the Liberal Party with a distinguished service award. I am confident 
he will advance the interests of Western Australia with his strong belief that Western Australia’s future 
prosperity lies with greater independent engagement with our regional neighbours, most particularly India, 
Indonesia and Singapore, where Dean had some direct experience. 

The constitutional provisions that bring us here today are designed to preserve the numerical balance for the 
Senate, in so doing ensuring that the interests of Western Australia are at the forefront of our national debates. 

Mr President, at 42 years of age, Dean Smith brings energy, tenacity and a capacity to advance Western 
Australia’s interests in the Senate. As I have said, I have known Dean for a long time. He is an extremely 
intelligent, hard-working, competent and articulate person. I wish him every success. I am confident he will 
prove to be a very fine senator for Western Australia. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr President, in rising to formally second the motion, I also congratulate Dean Smith on 
his ascension to the Senate to represent Western Australia. I will also say a few words about Judith Adams, the 
former senator for Western Australia, who tragically passed away recently. 

It is an interesting process to have a joint sitting to select a senator for Western Australia. I have participated in 
this process on a few occasions now. Indeed, the first one was in 1997 when, unfortunately, Senator John 
Panizza passed away and we nominated a member of the Legislative Council, Ross Lightfoot, for the Senate. I 
have a feeling that today’s process will be somewhat less controversial than the sitting that took place in 1997 
when Mr Lightfoot was elevated to the Senate from the upper house of Western Australia. This process of course 
brings both houses together, which, as we all know, is no mean feat. It also shows that, as Western Australians, 
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we can join together to be part of the commonwealth governmental process and to take our role in ensuring that a 
Western Australian represents our state. It shows that the things that join us together in a party sense, in an upper 
and lower house sense and in a national sense are stronger than the things that divide us. 

Today’s occasion is one for reflecting upon Senator Judith Adams. I met Judith Adams only once and it was a 
few months ago at a show in Albany. I did not know she was unwell. She was a very pleasant woman. She was 
wandering around the show, meeting people and watching the displays of sheep shearing and the various other 
activities that were going on. I thought she was a very energetic person. I did not realise how old she was and of 
course I did not realise that she was unwell. She obviously played her role well and regarded her role as a senator 
very seriously, considering the fact that she was unwell and, at that time, was still working hard on behalf of her 
constituents and on behalf of the broader Western Australian community.  

Judith Adams was elected to the Senate for Western Australia in 2004 and she served as deputy opposition Whip 
in the Senate. In her inaugural speech to the Senate she said a few interesting things about herself, which I would 
like to repeat to the house. She said — 

As I stand here today, taking up the challenge of the Howard government’s work force participation 
policy to keep mature aged, experienced people in the workplace, I am proud to say that I am the 
second oldest woman to have ever entered the Senate. The oldest woman to enter the Senate was also a 
West Australian: Agnes Robertson, who represented the Liberal Party in her first term and the Country 
Party in her second term. It is interesting to note that since Federation, 51 senators have entered the 
Senate aged 60 years or over. In the past 50 years, only 11 senators have entered the Senate aged 60 
years or over. I am indeed privileged to be one of those. 

Life experience cannot be bought or traded. I stood for the Senate knowing that I had the background, 
the experience and the will to represent Western Australia and to especially represent those people who 
live and work in rural and remote areas. I am a person who has made the most of my opportunities and I 
will use my experience and skills to make informed decisions in this place.  

Judith Adams was born in New Zealand. She served as a nurse in the New Zealand Territorial Army in Vietnam 
and achieved the rank of first lieutenant. She moved to Western Australia in 1968. She worked around country 
WA in various locations. She met her husband, who was a Royal Flying Doctor Service pilot—he, unfortunately, 
passed away in 2008—whilst working in Meekatharra. She moved to take up farming in Quindanning and then 
moved to Kojonup where she farmed with her husband for 36 years. She had two sons, Robert and Stewart, and 
she was the Kojonup Lions Citizen of the Year, a member of various hospital boards, aged care planning 
committees and the like. She was a strong advocate for regional Western Australia.  

Judith Adams was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2009. She underwent treatment and remained in the Senate, as 
I indicated, working for her constituents. However, unfortunately, she passed away a short time ago. I think it is 
quite remarkable that she could rise from a quite humble, if we think about it, position to such an exulted 
position and represent this state in the nation’s Senate with such energy. She was over 60 years of age on her 
first occasion to be elected. I am sure all of us in this chamber will pass on our regards to her sons for the fine 
contribution that she made.  

I also congratulate Dean Smith on becoming a senator representing Western Australia. I acknowledge that he is 
in the chamber today. I also congratulate his parents, who are here. It must be a very proud moment for Dean’s 
parents to be here for today’s event and to see their son elected to the Senate, which is a wonderful achievement. 
I am sure they are very, very proud.  

Dean attended Mirrabooka Senior High School from 1982 to 1986. Ordinarily, I would have thought graduates 
of Mirrabooka Senior High School would have been on the other side of the house, but that is not necessarily the 
case. I congratulate him on his Bachelor of Arts in politics and industrial relations. He was a senior adviser in the 
Howard government. He worked for Richard Court. He was the chief of staff in the Howard government at 
various points in time and, as we heard, an adviser in government relations in various corporations. He then 
established a lobbying firm in 2011 and has now entered the Senate. I wish him all the best for a long and fruitful 
career in the Senate. May he represent Western Australia well. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [11.13 am]: I congratulate Dean Smith on his appointment. Dean and I 
have been friends for 20 years. I know that it is very sad that he has gained this opportunity through the death of 
Senator Judith Adams and I know that it does not please him that he got this opportunity in those circumstances. 
Dean and I met in 1991 when we went on the Australia–Asia young leaders program to Indonesia. At that time 
Dean was the president of the Young Liberals and I remember him telling me that he wanted to be the first 
Liberal member for Nollamara. He has not achieved that, but he has got a very, very important job and I wish 
him well with that.  
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We have kept in touch over those 20 years, although, I hasten to add, never in the lead-up to elections, because 
we always feared leaking to the other one the trade secrets of our various parties. I know that Dean is held in 
high regard in the Liberal Party. He worked on campaigns for John Howard and as an adviser, and in particular I 
point out that he was dropped in as chief of staff to Bronwyn Bishop at a very, very awkward time for that 
minister. The fact that her performance after Dean joined her staff was much better than before Dean joined her 
staff is a demonstration of his qualities. He also worked for Richard Court with Ian Fletcher and Bill Marmion, 
the Minister for Water. I am pleased to be on good terms with both those people. I constantly point out to the 
Minister for Water that it was Dean who led us to also keep company.  

I kept in touch with Dean when he moved to Sydney for various jobs with companies over there. He was always 
a very good friend of mine whenever I visited Sydney and I was always very pleased to catch up with him. It is a 
demonstration that even though Dean and I do not share much in terms of ideology, we can certainly maintain 
friendships across the aisle. I wish him all the best in his new role and I pass on the regards of Jody Fassina and 
Cameron O’Reilly who were also members of that young leaders program back in 1991. They also wish Dean 
well.  

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [11.16 am]: I congratulate Dean Smith on his ensuing appointment. I have also been a 
long-time friend of Dean’s and an associate in this great world of local government politics and through his 
employment in the commercial realm. I think Dean as a senator for Western Australia will bring a lot of diversity 
and a lot of commitment to a modern Western Australia and to the Senate in representing Western Australia. I 
think his commitment to the understanding of our role, being not only in the time zone of Asia but also linked 
intrinsically to the operations in Asia, is very important for a federal member of Parliament, particularly 
somebody who will represent our state’s interests first through the Senate. I congratulate Dean. He has been a 
long-time supporter of many groups, particularly within my electorate, and I am delighted that a number of my 
constituents are also here today to share this very special occasion with Dean.  

The PRESIDENT: Does any member wish to speak to the nomination? Are there any further nominations? 

Question put and passed.  

The PRESIDENT: Members, there being no other nominations, I declare Dean Anthony Smith of 186 Seventh 
Avenue, Inglewood, Western Australia, elected to hold the place vacated by Senator Judith Adams. I advise that 
newly elected Senator Dean Smith is present in the President’s gallery.  

Thank you, members. The joint sitting is concluded.  

[Applause.] 

The Joint Sitting concluded at 11.18 am 

__________ 
 


